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Parish Council Office - The Pavilion - New Barn Close – Prestbury – Cheltenham – GL52 3LP 

Prestbury Parish Council Minutes  

Held on Thursday 20th January 2022 at 7pm held at Prestbury Library 

Members Present: Cllrs: L Langrish (LL) Chair C Taylor (CT) Vice-Chair, H Breach (HB), R Gibbons (RG), M Hansen 

(MH), P Kennard (PK), I Mcallister (IM) J Maloney (JM), H Singh (HS), P Weir (PW)  

In attendance: J Tetley (Parish Clerk) Borough Councillor John Payne (JP) and four members of the public. 

 The meeting was opened at 7.00pm.  

Item 
no. 

Item Action 

161 Welcome by chairman. Apologies were received from K Bishop (KB), H Eagger (HE), G 
Griffiths (GG), J Slater (JS) 

 

162 No Declarations of Interest  

163 Background to Idsall Car Park 
In 1986 PPC paid £10k to Tewskesbury BC to help purchase Idsall Car Park at a total cost 
of £35k from the Idsall Estate. CBC then took over from Tewskesbury BC. If CBC wanted 
to sell the car park 3 options would be available to PPC: 
 

1. PPC receive their original investment of £10k back 
2. PPC receive their original investment of £10k plus RPI from 1986. PPC would 

receive approx. £36k. 
3. A formula which would presently entitle PPC to £2.5k 

 
If CBC were to sell the car park for development an impact statement would be required. 
An impact statement includes everything and everyone that is affected by selling it.  
 
In November 2020 CBC first indicated, in a council meeting, that Idsall Car Park on their 
asset register, was up for disposal. PPC were contacted about purchasing Idsall. CBC 
wanted £50k for the purchase of Idsall with PPC receiving their original investment of 
£10k back. Meaning a net cost of £40k plus legal fees. 
 
CBC also indicated there would be a clawback if PPC were to ever sell the car park. 
 
On 29th March 2021 at an open council meeting, it was agreed that PPC would approach 
CBC to purchase Idsall subject to terms and conditions. 
 
PPC asked for clarification regarding their concerns in relation to the beech tree situated 
in Idsall Car park and business rates.  
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 Tree Report 
In 2014 the beech tree was identified as a tree of concern by CBC and it was to be 
monitored.  
In 2020 it was agreed that the tree would be monitored every 6 months. 
In Jan 2021 a tree officer from CBC declared that the tree should be included on an 
emergency storm watch list. Dec 2021 tree report estimated the amenity value of the 
tree (the value to the community of oxygen and looking at the tree) at £30k.  
 

 

 Business Rates 
No business rates are presently payable on Idsall Car Park as PPC is rated as a small 
business although this could change in the future.  

 

 Overage Payment 
In a zoom meeting between PPC and CBC in Dec 2021, CBC announced that there would 
be an overage payment due to CBC of 75% of any value over £50k in the event of PPC 
selling the car park. This overage payment would stand for 25 years and purchase would 
have to be made by 31st March 2022. CBC made it clear there was no room for 
negotiation on the % of overage.  

 

 Drop in tarmac in centre of car park 
In January 2022 PPC were alerted to the drop in the tarmac in the centre of the Idsall Car 
Park. PPC met with a drainage company on the morning of 20.01.22 to survey the 
problem. It was noted that the dip was not due to a collapsed drain. The cause of the dip 
remains unknown. However, the cause would need to be considered as a future cost to 
PPC in the event of a purchase of the car park.  
Tarmac repair was last completed by CBC in 2011.  

 

164 Discussion by councillors including clarification and questions 
 
What information do we have now that we didn’t have in March 2021? 
The cause of the dip in the tarmac is unknown and the cost implications to PPC. Business 
rates and the extent of the problem of the tree.  
 
The plan for maintenance of Idsall from CBC is £860. 
The contract to maintain all CBC car parks is with Ubico and it is presently impossible to 
calculate the cost for one car park. PPC would need to consider the present fly-tipping 
that is evident in the car park and a service contractor required for any future fly-tipping 
Plus the clearance of the huge number of leaves in the car park. PPC estimate a cost of 
£1k p.a. for general maintenance. 
 
Concern expressed that information had not been available to the public. It was noted 
that the agenda for the meeting had been published on the website and placed on the 
noticeboard on the 13th of January 2021. 
 
Concerns expressed about the costs involved with the beech tree, the dip in the tarmac, 
future requirements for electrical charging points, lights, possible vandalism, how PPC 
charge and collect for spaces and maintenance. Also, that the car park only benefitted 
residents in the village, not residents of the St Nicolas part of the parish.  
 
What the amenity value of the tree meant in practice.  
If a developer wanted to develop the site, the amenity value of the tree would be 
considered. 
 
It was noted that there was also a fungus growing on the beech tree which could mean 
the tree falling. This could potentially cost PPC an estimated figure of £4k to remove it. 
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Zurich, present insurers, would insure it only if a surveyor stated it was OK. Could 
potentially cost another £10k to re-tarmac the car park especially if the dip is filled 
correctly. Possible extra costs could be £15k. Where does that money come from to pay 
for any potential problems. 
 
Is there any available data on the usage of the car park? 
A discussion took place about the usage of the car park, but no official data is available.  
 
Any reports of vandalism? 
An email was received from a resident stating that someone was sleeping in the car park 
and there was evidence of human excrement. Local youths have been reported to 
congregate there. Fly-tipping is evident, especially of garden waste. Empty bottles and 
Nos gas capsules have been removed.  
 
One councillor stated that although he had agreed in principle in March to the intent to 
purchase the car park that there was now a lot more information to consider namely: 
Maintenance costs – Ubico are expensive 
Beech tree - storm watch and fungus 
Subsidence – unknown liability 
Dip in tarmac – unknown but will need to be addressed with unknown costs 
March 2018 CBC valued Idsall at £41k, today’s price is £46k so why are they charging PPC 
£50k? It seems overpriced.  
To pay for the unknown costs PPC would either need to raise the precept or use money 
that would otherwise go to projects that benefit more of the community.  
 
A question was raised of the overall value of the car park to the whole community of 
Prestbury.  
 
It was noted that there is parking available on the streets around the High Street and on 
the High Street itself.  
 
Is it possible to negotiate with CBC? 
PPC can ask and they could say no.  
 
It was noted that CBC are selling lots of car parks including the car park located at 
Swindon Village Hall.  
 
A lively discussion took place about whether Idsall was considered a commercial 
investment or a community asset.  No conclusion was reached.  
 
It was noted by most councillors that it was an extremely difficult decision to have to 
undertake.  
 
HB left the meeting at 8.02pm 

165 Adjournment to allow questions and statements from the public 
 
Member of the public stated that cost wise it was an asset to the village but was it worth 
the additional cost. He asked that PPC re-negotiate with CBC. He added that the car park 
was not well known and thought most residents would say no to purchasing it.  
 
Member of the public stated that it would not be a fantastic financial asset. No CCTV 
there and cars are damaged. He would say no to purchasing it.  
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JP commented that CBC should never have considered selling the car park as it is 
provided as a service by CBC and if they do sell it, they would not consider reducing the 
council rates paid by Prestbury residents. The costs are significant in purchasing the car 
park which would impact Prestbury residents. Electrical charging points would have to be 
installed at an additional cost. JP concluded that the only winners in this situation were 
CBC and that PPC would have to reduce its development projects if a purchase of Idsall 
was made. He believed that a possible solution would be a petition of 750 signatures, 
presented to CBC, to preserve a village asset.  
 
A discussion took place about where residents park and where they could potentially 
park if the car park was no longer available.  
 

166 LL proposed a motion: “should PPC purchase Idsall Car Park on the terms required by 
CBC” 
JM seconded the motion 
 
Those in favour of purchasing Idsall Car Park on the terms required by CBC - None 
Those against purchasing Idsall Car Park on the terms required by CBC – 8 
Those abstaining – 1 
 
PPC to write to CBC to inform them that PPC have voted NOT to purchase Idsall Car 
park under the present terms and conditions required by CBC.  

 

 

 The meeting closed at 8.43pm  

 


