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19 Noverton Lane 
PRESTBURY 

Cheltenham 
GL52 5DD 

Tel: 01242 250241 
Mobile:07736771915 

Email:john.payne161@btinternet.com  
 

10th November 2020 
 
 
 

Proposal to close and sell off Idsall Drive Car Park 
 

Dear Resident  

 

I am writing to you to bring to your attention a proposal by Cheltenham Borough Council (CBC) to 

close and sell off Idsall Drive car park for housing. 

 

Under normal circumstances the Borough Councillors for a Ward in which significant changes were 

proposed would be briefed on the proposals and their views sought. Instead, the proposals were 

buried in a 32 page report presented to the Budget Scrutiny Working Group, a committee I sit on. 

Fortunately for the Parish a member of CBC staff made an unauthorised telephone call to the Parish 

Office enquiring whether the Parish had an interest in the car park. The unauthorised nature of the 

telephone conversation with the Parish Clerk was confirmed to me in a telephone conversation I had 

with Paul Jones, Executive Director Finance and Assets. 

 

The proposal to close the Idsall Drive car park and 7 other sites in Cheltenham is to release an 

estimated £4m of capital to be used to fund debt repayments. However, during the committee I 

questioned Mr. Jones on the criteria that had been used to select the sites for disposal. He confirmed 

that it had been on financial grounds, and no account was taken of the social and community impact. 

 

It is fair to say that businesses in the High Street have a challenging time under normal circumstances 

and have together shown their resilience and support for the community during the pandemic 

lockdowns. The Idsall Drive car park is not large but if the provision of the car park encourages 

residents to shop in the High Street it becomes a vital link in the chain of survival. 
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I have already written to CBC expressing my strong view against the proposals, I would encourage you 

to do the same. Do it today as the proposals if approved by the Cabinet will go to the Full Council on 

the 16th November. 

 

Write to: Paul Jones, Executive Director Finance and Assets. 

     Email: Paul.Jones@cheltenham.gov.uk 

  

     Cllr. Steve Jordan Leader of the Council. 

                Email: cllr.steve.jordan@cheltenham.gov.uk 

 

Both can be found at: Cheltenham Borough Council 

   Municipal Offices 

   Cheltenham. 

If I can provide any additional information please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Regards. 

 

Cllr.John Payne 

Cheltenham Borough Councillor for Prestbury. 
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